
Turntable Times is published monthly as the newsletter of the Roanoke Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, Inc. Opinions and points of 
view expressed herein are those of the staff members of the Turntable Times and not necessarily reflect those of the members, officers or directors 
of the Chapter. Items of interest should be sent to Editor Kenny Kirkman, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128.

Editor, Turntable Times
Roanoke Chapter NRHS
P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA 24032-3222

Return Service Requested

Dated Material
Please do not delay

Turntable Times is published quarterly as the newsletter of the Roanoke Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, Inc. Opinions and points of 
view expressed herein are those of the staff members and non-staff contributors of the Turntable Times and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
members, officers or directors of the Chapter. Items of interest should be sent to Editors, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, VA 24032

Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

July 2 -Board Meeting
July 18 - General Meeting
August 6 - Board Meeting
August 15 - General Meeting
September 3 - Board Meeting
September 19 - General Meeting
October 1 - Board Meeting
October 17 - General Meeting
November 5 - Board Meeting
November 20 - Annual Meeting
December 3 - Board Meeting 

Volume 45, Number 2
April-May-June 2013

The Official Newsletter of 
the Roanoke Chapter, National 
Railway Historical Society, Inc.

Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

probably had at least six calls to deal with. 
After that she said, she cannot do any more, 
do not put the number on the flyer next year. 
I respected her wishes, and we did not. The 
Chapter awarded her with a plaque at the ban-
quet for her dedicated service, the precursor 
to our “Thank You” award, which now bears 
the names of Claudine, Elbert and Kenneth 
Miller, and in itself, been renamed the Elbert 
M. Miller Service award after his passing in 
November 2009.

Claudine passed away, joining Elbert almost 
three and a half years later, on May 29, 2013, 
at age 91 years, 10 months and 11 days, two 
days short of Elbert’s birthday. She will be 
sadly missed. If any of our readers has recol-
lections or stories, I’d love to hear them, my 
email is on the opening page of the newslet-
ter.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Saturday, 

August 22, 2013. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
What an unusual move for 2013! Skip Salmon caught our T6 

No. 41 with heavyweight sleeper "Lake Pearl" and our newest car 
"Scioto County" No. 1489 getting ready to cross the diamond at 
"JK". For Eddie Mooneyham's excellent photo of 1489 arriving in 
town, see page 13.

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, July 
18, 2013. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our August meeting well be held Thursday August 15 at 7:30 pm. 
September's monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, September 
19 and October will be Thursday, October 17.

Meeting Notice
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stay in Roanoke, how to get here, etc. etc. 
She did this to support Elbert and myself 

in our interests, and like it or not, she grew 
to enjoy it as well. She had certainly been 
exposed to the Chapter operations, and 611 
prior to this. So, when flyer time came for 
a fall trip, I don’t think I even asked about 
putting the number on the flyer. She did 
not seem to mind, but when she got ques-
tions about things she did not know, she 
called me, and then called the person back. 
Of course, the most frequent question she 
got, was “Where is the photo run-by going to 
be?” When I explained to her that was really 
a chaser, that ticket holders did not need 
to know. The stock answer became “Don’t 
worry, they will announce it on the train.” 

This was an ideal way that Claudine could 
contribute to the Chapter, she had suffered 
from arthritis since the fall of 1968, and 
there were days that it was all she could do 
to move about the house. Many days she got 
nothing done but answer the phone during 
trip time.

Over the years, she got to know a number 
of folks by name, as they called frequently, 
someone from England called consistently 
on Mondays. Another from Germany was 
a regular, as well as dozens of folks along 
the route of whatever IL it was. Claudine 
handled all the calls with care and patience. 
On one IL, a daughter was bringing her 80+ 
year old mother east to ride the train, and 
made multiple calls to Claudine for sug-
gestions, and help. Just a few days before 
leaving California, she called one last time 
to beg Claudine to come to the train, they 
wanted to meet her and thank her in person 
for all her help. Claudine did make it to the 
station. 

To quote former member from England 
Chris Hazlehurst in response to my email 
about her passing, “My first contact with 
your Mum was in 1988, remarkably 25 years 

ago, when she would have been 66. Such a 
friendly voice over the ocean, so calm and 
reassuring. Trip customers must have felt at 
ease when talking to her.” 

Chris and I became friends as he visited 
the house on each of his trips to Roanoke. 
She always played a gracious host to the 
many folks who came to the house. Those 
folks included the many board members 
over the years. In those days, we usually 
met at the board member’s houses, and 
always had refreshments. Our long-time sec-
retary, the late Nellie Brock, always called to 
see if my mother was doing refreshments, 
as she knew it would be homemade and 
good! I think a lot of the board members 
looked forward to her oatmeal cake or other 
cakes. 

In 1989, Claudine went back to being a 
railroad wife, for a time. I had purchased my 
Virginian caboose No. 342, and Elbert and 
I were in the process of restoring it. Elbert 
would go over and work during the day, and 
as soon as I was done at work, I left and we 
worked until dark or after. That meant din-
ners at all hours of the evening, usually at 9 
or later. I was prepping the surface for paint, 
and sanding the old N&W paint off, creating 
a lot of red dust which covered my clothes 
and everything. Of course, when doing the 
laundry, this dust goes into everything giv-
ing all three of us pink underwear for the 
next six months or more. Claudine took it 
all in stride.

In 1991, Claudine’s brother was in his last 
illness, I had just had my job eliminated at 
the TV station, and it was a lot for her to 
deal with. She was 70 and was really not 
feeling up to dealing with it. I answered the 
phone a lot for the fall trips, and when all 
was said and done, on the Bluefield trip and 
the two Walton turns, with 2400 tickets to 
sell, we had sold over 1600 of them through 
the phone! For every ticket you sell, you 
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Report From The Board
by Jeff Sanders, President

During the past several Board meetings 
these are some of the actions that have 

been taken.
We recognize and welcome quite a few 

new members that have been added to our 
number - about an 18% increase over last 
year! Look for a list of new members in the 
Membership Report.

On May 29 we lost a long time, faith-
ful member. Mrs. Claudine Kytchen Miller 
passed away after declining health over the 
past few years. She was the mother of Board 
member Ken Miller and husband of Chapter 
member the late Elbert Miller. See her obitu-
ary elsewhere in the newsletter.

The Board passed a new set of By-Laws 
for the Chapter, mainly to conform to the 
changes brought about by the major changes 
in the National organization. Accordingly, 
an amended Articles of Incorporation had to 
be filed with the Virginia State Corporation 
Commission. These articles were approved 
by the membership. Also concerning the 
National organization, your Board voted to 
send a letter to National to record our deep 
concerns about the extreme dues increased 
imposed by National upon each member. 
Other concerns regarding National’s seem-
ing lack of cost control was also addressed 
in the letter, which is published in this 
newsletter. 

Equipment-wise, our N&W coach No. 512 
has returned from Spencer and has been 
placed in service at VMT, alongside our lat-
est acquisition, coach No. 1489. Please see 
Dorr Tucker’s article about the wayward 
1489 that has returned home. 512 also saw 
service on several NS 21st Century Steam 
trains. Engine No. 522 has had a replace-
ment governor installed and No. 41 has had 
major wiring replaced. Thanks to Electric 

Wire Company for donating the wire. 
Ex-Southern Railway sleeper Lake Pearl, 
belonging to VMT, was moved to our 9th 
Street siding for contract refurbishing – see 
a report elsewhere in this issue. 

The Board has approved to spend up to 
$2,000 to provide stencils for the remaining 
lettering to be done on N&W equipment at 
VMT as it is repainted, such as N&W No. 6.

The Board has decided not to operate fall 
Amtrak Charter excursions this year. It is 
believed that the soft market that exists in 
the Roanoke area needs a rest.

Spectrum Design has been hired for 
Architectural and Engineering services for 
Phase II, the final phase, of the Virginian 
Station project. Spectrum is now completing 
drawings and preparing bid documents so 
we can advertise for bids for a contractor. 
Once again things are moving slower than 
we desire, but we are moving forward. See 
the Virginian Station report in this newslet-
ter.

A security system and temporary lighting 
has been installed at the Virginian Station. 

Your Chapter is very busy and we certain-
ly appreciate your continued support. Feel 
free to contact board or committee person-
nel to contribute your talents and time!

Your Roanoke Chapter Board normally 
meets at 7 PM the first Tuesday of each 
month at VMT. Members are always wel-
come to attend.

Membership Report
by Walter Alexander, Membership Chairman

The dues renewal cycle has ended, and 
all but six 2012 members have renewed. 

We had a 96 % renewal rate.
We are pleased to say “Welcome aboard” 

to new Chapter members who have joined 
in recent months: Judy Salmon, Ken 
Attenhofer, Sheila Shank, Dylan Knight, 
Joannie Stike, Stacey & Sebastian Lambert, 
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leased to the Illinois Central. The other two 
cars would cover the remaining Roanoke-
Cincinnati line on the Pocahontas with none 
for protection. However, we remember see-
ing NKP “City” series lightweights, the FEC 
Bahamian, NH Manomet Point, and at least 
one C&O “City” car substituting on rare occa-
sions from 1964 to 1967. In the summer of 
1967 the Sussex County returned home in 
IC paint and was quickly repainted in Pevler 
Blue. That car is now property of The Old 
Dominion Chapter NRHS while the other 
two Pullman–Standard cars are owned by 
the Ringling Brothers circus.

PRR 1489 became Penn Central 3231 after 
the ill-fated 1968 consolidation with the 
New York Central. 

In 1981 the car was sold to MARC for 
commuter service out of Baltimore and 
Washington and rebuilt as No. 103 with 
head end power by GE in Hornell, New York. 
Around 2001 the car was retired by MARC 
and after years of storage at Brunswick, MD, 
headed south with at least four other Budd 
cars to the SAM tourist railway operating out 
of Cordele, GA. This line made good use of 
the HEP on the now 90-passenger car (minus 
restroom facilities). The 34-mile route that 
passed through Plains, home of Jimmy 
Carter, over a portion of the old Seaboard 
Airline Savannah to Montgomery line. 

 In recent years the 1489 had been in ser-
vice on the now-defunct Mount Dora Meteor 
train of the Inland Lakes Railway operating 
on an old ACL branch some 23 miles west 
of Sanford, Florida. A few months ago the 
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum pur-
chased four of the MARC Budd cars in a sin-
gle lot bid. Our good friends at TVRM didn’t 
need all four cars so through the dedicated 
efforts of Ken Miller and Eddie Mooneyham 
we were able to purchase the Scioto County. 
This car will not only be a fitting represen-
tative of N&W history but it will meet our 

needs in a practical way by providing much 
needed seating that can be utilized either in 
local service within the terminal or in future 
road or lease operations.

Claudine K. Miller, 1921-2013
by Ken Miller

To most Chapter members of recent years, 
Claudine’s name does not ring a bell. 

Claudine had mostly retired from Chapter 
activities, short of answering the phone 
with folks looking for me that did not have 
my cell number. She never attended meet-
ings, and only rarely came to a banquet or 
Chapter function. However, she was a vital 
part of the Chapter’s operations during the 
heyday of 611 and 1218 excursions. 

In 1983, I was heading up our Roanoke-
Chicago, Independence Limited ‘83, and 
we needed someone to answer the myriad 
phone calls during the day that these trips 
generate. I sort of volunteered her for this, 
I believe I asked her permission, but that 
was 30 years ago. Since both my father 
and I were active in the Chapter, he in the 
mechanical department, me in almost every-
thing, it seemed a natural fit. Little did she 
know what she was in store for...

As soon as the flyer starting hitting the 
mailboxes, the phone started ringing, start-
ing as early as 7 AM, and sometimes as late 
as 10 PM. Claudine said she was not inter-
ested in railroading, but had been a dedi-
cated railroad wife, fixing meals at all hours 
of the day for my father going to Bluefield 
and back. With his retirement in 1981, and 
joining the Chapter in 1982, she still had 
a lot to keep up with as well as taking care 
of the business of the house. However, she 
took on the phone job with her usual public 
relations skills, and handled the mass of 
calls, ticket orders, questions, and, as she 
soon learned, it was also a travel agent’s job 
as well. She had to offer advice on where to 



18, NRHS has added a bus trip to the Portage 
area to visit the famous Alaska Wildlife 
Conservation Center and the Alyeska Resort, 
with its mountain-climbing aerial tram. Both 
new tours require a minimum patronage to 
assure operation.

 September is usually peak fall color 
season, temperatures are cool but pleas-
ant and snow is starting to appear atop the 
mountains. The convention is timed for the 
September “shoulder season,” when Alaska 
is less crowded and prices are more econom-
ical than during the peak summer period.

The Scioto County
by Dorr Tucker

The Chapter is now the proud owner of 
a Budd-built stainless steel coach that 

will be a very practical car for us along with 
it being a significant historical artifact. 
Built in the Budd Company’s Philadelphia 
plant as a 10 Roomette, 6 Double Bedroom, 
Pullman sleeper, Scioto County, it was one 
of 20 identical cars delivered in December 
1949 and January 1950 to the Norfolk and 
Western. Eleven of the cars are named for 
area colleges and universities while nine 
are named for various counties in Virginia, 

West Virginia, Kentucky, and Ohio. They are 
not to be confused with the three Pullman–
Standard 10-6 sleepers, Buchanan County, 
McDowell County, and Sussex County that 
were built in late 1948 for Norfolk-New York 
Cannon Ball service.

For most of the 1950’s the Budd sleepers 
saw service on the Pocahontas, Shenandoah 
Valley route, trains 41 and 42, and as the 
New York-Williamson (later Washington-
Williamson) car on the Pelican and 
Cavalier. Conversely, the Tennessean and 
Birmingham Special were almost always 
assigned Southern lightweight “River” or 
“Valley” cars. From 1953 to 1957, this writer 
remembers the daily passage of train No. 12 
from Winston-Salem passing by Starkey at 
5:59 PM with the ever-present Tuscan red 
Budd sleeper trailing the 3 car consist and 
powered by a K2a locomotive. 

In 1963 under the administration of the 
illustrious Stuart T. Saunders all 20 of the 
N&W Budd lightweights were sold to the 
Pennsylvania Railroad for conversion by 
Budd to coaches. The Scioto County became 
PRR 1489, a 72-seat snack bar coach. This 
left the N&W with only three Pullmans 
of which one, the Sussex County, was 

Steven St.Clair, Zac McGinnis, Samuel & 
Karen Bauer, W. Graham Claytor III, Jim, 
Kerrie, & Keagan Henegar, Andy McArthur, 
Gale McKinley, David Shumate, and Paul 
Styles. With these 19 additions, and the 
passing of Claudine Miller (who had joined 
the chapter in 1984), the Chapter has 182 
members in good standing for 2013. That 
is up from 155 one year ago. Including 6 
non-renewals plus a few other deceased 
members, we still have had a net 18 % 
increase during the past year! An updated 
Roanoke Chapter Membership Roster has 
been prepared and is planned to be distrib-
uted to all Regular members attending the 
June meeting. It will be mailed to those not 
at the meeting. Please promptly report any 
address, phone, or email changes so that you 
don’t miss any Chapter or National mailings.

“Late breaking” local news of interest to 
rail fans is often sent to Chapter members 
via email. If you have not been getting these 
emails, please be sure I have your correct 
email address. Also, if you’d like to receive 
other chapter’s newsletters or Turntable 
Times in color as a PDF via email, let me 
know, and I will add you to the distribu-
tion list. Please contact me via email at 
Terrapin66@cox.net. 

The National board of directors has 
voted to increase National dues by $11.00 
(from $39 to $50) for Regular members for 
2014. That is a 39% increase in 3 years! 
Unfortunately, local chapters like ours have 
no control over that amount. The good news 
is that on May 7th, your Roanoke Chapter 
board of directors voted to keep the Chapter 
dues the same for 2014. In June, National 
will begin to prepare invoices for 2014 dues. 
The invoices are planned to be mailed the 
first week of September. That is a month 
earlier than usual. All current memberships 
expire on December 31, 2013.

Virginian Station Update
by Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon

We have been concerned with security 
of the station property ever since 

Phase I was completed July 31, 2012. In fact, 
we did have minor vandalism consisting of 
5 cut padlocks, but no damage to the build-
ings was incurred and nothing was stolen. 
The Restoration Committee and Roanoke 
Chapter board of directors agreed on steps 
to be taken to secure the property including 
a security fence, exterior lighting all around 
the station, and an automated alarm sys-
tem. All have now been installed and tested, 
and there has been no further vandalism. 
A benefit of the lighting is we now have an 
illuminated flag pole and fly Old Glory 24/7. 

The contract with Spectrum Design, 
P.C. (and others through Spectrum) was 
executed on May 1, 2013, for provision of 
architectural and engineering services for 

3 12



1 1

Phase II construction of the Virginian Station 
restoration. By May 31st, the design develop-
ment documents were 100% complete and 
the construction documents for Phase II 
were 90% complete. Both were submitted by 
Spectrum to VDOT and the City of Roanoke 
for review. The current schedule is to issue a 
request for bids by July 31st and commence 
construction in the fall of 2013. Completion 
by June 30, 2014, is still scheduled although 
this is an aggressive timetable and will 
depend upon the performance of others 
(principally governmental review). 

 The building was used June 11 for a 
Committee meeting. Ben Shank and Skip set 
up two tables with chairs and suspended a 
light above the table in the Depot Building. 
We plan to also use it for other committees 
to meet for interior planning.

Mixed Freight
by Mr. Robin R, Shavers

Like many of you, I was really blown 
away when I got the word via e-mail 

that Norfolk Southern would cease regional 
railcar classification in Roanoke on February 
25. I actually had to read the email three 
times for the info to really sink in. When 
I arrived in Roanoke on Saturday, May 11, 
to attend the National Train Day/Roanoke 
Railfest at the VMT, the reality hit me hard 
as I drove along Shenandoah Avenue to view 
for myself the reality of that operational 
termination. To me, it was the equivalent of 
the Roanoke River turning into Tinker Creek. 
All those empty tracks that for decades held 
millions of freight cars waiting to be classi-
fied to be further transported to their final 
destination. All those stored Thoroughbred 
locomotives were depressing to view, too. I 
thought back to the late sixties when I was 
in my single digits age wise and I would 
stand or sit for hours with a cousin just 
taking it all in along Shenandoah Avenue. 

To say that yard was a bustling entity was 
indeed an understatement.

This is just a wild thought. One of the 
major complaints I hear from railfans and 
the general public that patronize the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation is that rolling 
stock need to be spread out more. A lot 
of the cars and locomotives are too close 
together for taking decent photos. Wouldn’t 
it be great if some time down the road, if 
Norfolk Southern has no use for the prop-
erty close to VMT, it could or would offer to 
the VMT the sale, lease, or donation a spe-
cific amount of that property for museum 
expansion. Yes I realize, readers, that quite 
a bit of details would have to be ironed 
out including an EPA study to determine 
the contaminants in the soil. And yes FIRE 
UP 611 will indeed be a fulltime endeavor 
should that project come to fruition. Look at 
the upside: railroading projects that most of 
us think would or could not be done some-
times do.

TIMELINE: 2013 marks 25 years since 
the Union Pacific took over the Missouri-
Kansas-Texas Railroad, aka The Katy. State 
Line Tunnel on the original Boston & Albany 
Railroad turns 100 this year. That former 
Conrail line is now part of the CSX network. 
Norfolk & Western’s Ohio River Bridge locat-
ed between South Point, Ohio, and Kenova, 
West Virginia, turned 100 on March 4 of 
this ear. The span is part of NS’s Pocahontas 
Division. During N&W days, it was part of 
their Scioto Division. That structure carried 
many an Independence Limited excursion 
train sponsored by the Roanoke Chapter 
NRHS.

There are steam locomotive projects 
underway in a number of locations. Most 
of us are familiar with 2-8-4 Berkshire Pere 
Marquette No. 1225. It has been sidetracked 
due its 15 year inspection. Getting 1225 high 
iron worthy will require funds. If you’re 
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announce the findings of the feasibility 
study on Friday, June 28 at a press confer-
ence at 11 am. 

 "The Committee has almost completed 
their research and finished crunching the 
numbers," said Preston Claytor, chairman of 
the Fire Up 611! Committee. "We hope fans 
of the 611 will understand that this effort 
has taken a lot of time and expertise to 
research thoroughly." 

 The study took an in-depth look at the 
costs and feasibility of restoring, maintain-
ing and operating the iconic locomotive. The 
Fire Up 611! Committee has been working 
with specialists in steam locomotive opera-
tions and restoration, engineers, and experts 
on Federal Railroad Administration require-
ments and safety.  

 The Virginia Museum of Transportation 
will post the Fire Up 611! Committee's rec-
ommendation to fireup611.org by 5 pm on 
June 28. 

NRHS Alaska Convention 
Update

by Elrond Lawrence, Director, NRHS Public 
Relations

As of late May, over 300 registrants have 
purchased tickets for both the 2013 NRHS 
Convention in Anchorage and pre-conven-
tion activities in Fairbanks.

All trains and events are confirmed to 
operate and NRHS is continuing to add 
capacity where possible. The convention will 
begin with a “pre-convention” of activities in 
Fairbanks, followed by a two-day train trip 
to Anchorage to the main event. Anchorage-
based trains on Sept. 19-21 will feature 
premium “Gold Star” service on Alaska full-
length dome cars with open-air viewing plat-
forms, lower-level dining space and elevators 
between floors.

As of mid-May, coach seating is available 
on all trains (in roomy long-distance cars 

with air conditioning). Expanded “Gold Star” 
service is still available on the Anchorage-
based trains on September 19, 20 and 21. 
Visit www.NRHS.com for a full registration 
package, online ticketing, or to sign up for 
the mailing list.

Convention trains include:
- September 15: a roundtrip excursion 

from Fairbanks to the community of North 
Pole, traveling via freight-only trackage.

 - September 16-17: a two-day train trip 
from Fairbanks to Anchorage through rugged 
mountain scenery, with an overnight stop 
in Denali Park. Fifty rooms have been added 
to the Denali Park hotel in response to high 
demand.

- September 19: a one-day roundtrip from 
Anchorage to the port town of Seward, fea-
turing mountain grades, tunnels, glaciers, 
and rivers.

- September 20: a tour of the Alaska 
Railroad’s Anchorage terminal area via sev-
eral routes that rarely see passenger service, 
including a trip into the Mat-Su Valley.

- September 21: a roundtrip special from 
Anchorage to the old military port town of 
Whittier and a side trip to Spencer. The day 
includes a ride through the Anton Anderson 
tunnel, the longest rail and highway tunnel 
in North America.

 All trains include several stops for photos 
and to visit historic sites. All registrants will 
receive a 100-page commemorative book that 
covers the history of the Alaska Railroad and 
also serves as a mile-by-mile route guide.

 Just announced in mid-April are two 
additional tours. For those who want to 
make independent visits to the White Pass 
& Yukon Railroad before the convention, 
NRHS will operate a one-way bus trip from 
Skagway to Fairbanks on September 10-12. 
The package will include transportation with 
an experienced driver/guide and two hotel 
stays en route. On Wednesday, September 
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interested, you may donate via the Potomac 
Chapter NRHS, P. O. Box 235, Kensington, 
MD 20895. Please mark your check “PM 
1225.” The Steam Railroading Institute is 
hoping to complete the necessary repairs 
and have the 1225 on the road sometime 
this year.

You Chessie System fans - and I know you 
are out there, and that includes me without 
doubt. This past February 26th marked 40 
years since that entity was formed with the 
complete merger of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad, the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, 
and the Western Maryland Railway. To the 
dismay of WM fans, a lot of that railroad 
was abandoned in favor of B&O routes.

I had a deep feeling that this might 
happen. About two years ago, the North 
Carolina Transportation Museum, located in 
Spencer, NC, began charging admission fees. 
A self-study by the museum reveals that it is 
in trouble due to sharply declining revenue 
and visitors. There were 77,276 visitors in 
2012 compared to 129,597 in 2001. And 
those 2012 figures were impacted by a lot of 
folks who visited during the July 4th week 
due to the gathering of the Norfolk Southern 
Heritage locomotives. Susan Kluttz, North 
Carolina’s Cultural Resources Secretary, 
vows to fight in behalf of the NCTM so that 
it will not fold. Ms. Kluttz was a former 
mayor of Salisbury, Spencer’s neighbor.

Some of you may have noticed that I am 
spelling out the names of railroads versus 
using initials or reporting marks in some 
cases. Here is my reason. Newcomers to 
this hobby may not have a clue what B&O 
or CC&O or SR stand for. Also, since the 
Turntable Times like other NRHS publica-
tions have gone onto the world wide web, 
folks in foreign countries as well as the USA 
are reading the publication and REALLY may 
not have a clue. It just makes the articles 
more informative.

The Time Table
The Norfolk and Western Historical 

Society just finished their 2013 convention. 
The 2014 convention is scheduled for next 
summer in Roanoke.

July 28 to August 1: The Chesapeake and 
Ohio Historical Society will hold their 2013 
annual conference at the Pipestem, West 
Virginia, State Park. Info: www.cohs.org 

August 3: {Saturday} Virginia Train 
Collectors Charlottesville Summer Train 
Meet, Holiday Inn Monticello, Exit 120 
off I-64 at 5th Street, 1200 5th Street, SW, 
Charlottesville, Va. 22902, 9 am to 4 pm, 
www.vatraincollectors.com 

August 10: {Saturday} 35th Annual Blue 
Ridge Chapter, NRHS “Lynchburg Rail Day 
2013”, 9 am to 4 pm. Boonsboro Ruritan 
Club, 1065 Coffee Road, Lynchburg 24503. 
Model train items and railroad memorabilia 
with vendors from around the region. Food 
available. Contact Norris Deyerle, railcow@
msn.com or 434-237-4912, or see www.blu-
eridgenrhs.org for more info.

 September 7 & 8: The Chapter provides 
train rides at VMT’s Grandparents’ Weekend. 
See www.vmt.org for more info and other 
events.

September 13-21: NRHS National 
Convention in Alaska. See www.nrhs.com 
for more info.

October 12 & 13: North Carolina 
Transportation Museum/Watauga Valley 
Railroad Historical Society Amtrak char-
ter roundtrip excursions from Spencer to 
Charlottesville (Saturday) and Asheville 
(Sunday). See www.nctrans.org for more 
info.

October 19,20,26 & 27: The Collis P. 
Huntington Railroad Historical Society 
Amtrak charter New River Trains from 
Huntington to Hinton, WV, and return each 
day. Huntington also offers private rail 
car trips to cities in the northeast via the 

but we were only a little over an hour late in 
returning, partially due to holding out for a 
freight movement. The annoying cinder dis-
appeared sometime during the next night.

Along with a buffet reception at the quant 
1892 French Chateau-like Lake Superior Rail 
Museum, the North Shore Scenic Railroad’s 
ex-Soo Line Pacific No. 2719 was spotted 
side by side with the 261, both with a full 
head of steam in cramped quarters. Sort 
of like seeing a non- streamlined N&W K-1 
Mountain and a Virginian PA Pacific head to 
head at JK? 

To my knowledge, only four individuals 
from our region were aboard. They included 
Don Maxwell, director and trip chairman 
of CP Huntington; James Harris of Old 
North State Chapter in Raleigh and a fre-
quent passenger on our trains; Jim Fetchero 
of Charlotte (a native of Clarksburg, WV), 
Manager of Passenger Car Operations for 
Iowa Pacific and an old friend of our gang 
from the old days of 4501 and early 611 
operations; and this writer. Jim took me 
back into first class where I passed out a 
couple dozen ‘Fire Up the 611’ Brochures 
from the supply that Peg McGuire of VMT 

had given me. I also 
distributed some at the 
Minneapolis Junction 
shop and boarding 
point less than a mile 
from the Mississippi 
River bridge near 
Target Field. Before 
leaving the train I 
talked briefly to Steve 
Gilischinski who 
thanked me for com-
ing. Although rather 
low key it was good 
that Roanoke was 
represented. After 
all we have the 611 
which to us is THE 

LOCOMOTIVE. 
Don Maxwell

No, our good friend from the Collis P. 
Huntington Railroad Historical Society in 
West Virginia is OK. But Don, who has been 
heavily involved in the leadership of the 
Huntington group that runs the annual 
New River Train, the Railroad Passenger Car 
Alliance and the NRHS, has decided to retire 
from all leadership positions in those orga-
nizations. Roanoke Chapter has worked with 
him on many projects, including our recent 
fall Amtrak charter excursions. Don, in a 
letter in the RPCA ‘s Information Exchange 
2nd quarter newsletter, said he plans to 
remain a member of all three organizations. 
He said he does not have any current health 
problems except for stress and growing older 
with each passing day. We wish Don good 
wishes and good health in his retirement.

Fire Up 611! 
Committee to release the findings of the 

Feasibility Study on Friday, June 28
The Virginia Museum of Transportation 

and the Fire Up 611! Committee will 

Dorr Tucker Photo
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the Virginian. In establishing the physical, 
525 miles long Virginian Railway Heritage 
Trail (mainline plus three branches), the 
author developed contacts and new sources 
for heretofore unknown information and 
pictures of the Virginian. The operation of 
C&O passenger trains over the Virginian is 
just one example. For more information use 
this link: http://virginianrailwayheritagetrail-
book.blogspot.com/

Steam To The Northstar 
by Dorr Tucker 

Your co-editor had the opportunity to 
ride behind former Milwaukee Road 

4-8-4 No. 261 from Minneapolis to Duluth, 
Minnesota, and return on May 11 & 12. 
The 261 made several successful short 
runs around town about a week before 
the trip and with former NKP auxiliary 
tender 250002 from the 1996 NS auction 
at Irondale, Alabama, and Amtrak P-42 No. 
17 trailing, the 14 car train was ready to 
roll at 9 AM on Saturday May 11th. Like 
many excursion operations today the pas-
senger extra was under the auspices of 
Amtrak. We had four full-length big domes 
including three from Iowa Pacific. Many 
Roanoke Chapter members became famil-
iar with several of these high capacity cars 
on our last four November excursions. 
The spit and polish consist departing from 
Minneapolis Junction also included former 
Milwaukee Road super dome 554, tool car 
Grand Canyon, duplex roomette crew car 
Minnesota River, two parlor cars, a baggage 
concession car, former Norfolk and Western 
office car Lamberts Point, and the opulent 
former Milwaukee Road Sky Top Lounge 
Cedar Rapids carrying the markers. I rode 
coach. We had three of which one was an 
original 1952 ex-PRR Congressional car in 
Budd stainless steel livery while the other 
two, the Wenonah (my car) and the Pepin 

were almost identical faux Milwaukee Road 
cars resplendent in orange and maroon 
that were relics from the Algoma Central. A 
little research back in the Star City told me 
that these cars were built by ACF in 1947 
for the Central of Georgia. Now I know why 
my car for the excursion had the same type 
of lighting fixtures as ex-Central of Georgia 
390, the 56 passenger ex-Nancy Hanks II 
combine that usually operated as the head 
car behind the 4501 on the Southern back in 
the 70’s. While the 361 passengers in first 
class were the usual affluent crowd of high 
rollers, seniors, and fanatic fans, the 142 in 
the coaches included many families with 
children ranging from babies with bottles to 
third graders who were playing in the aisles 
without being too disruptive. The train was 
operated by the friends of the 261 and the 
car hosts, all in traditional conductors uni-
forms, were friendly but rather reserved. 
Also, I noticed an absence of car tonks, offi-
cials (both amateur and professional) and 
other staff members rushing by in all direc-
tions. Amtrak and BNSF personnel were 
seldom around and radio chatter was some-
what subdued from what we are accustomed 
to on NS. But I was a passenger with limited 
knowledge in foreign territory. We lost a 
good hour and a half going into the Twin 
Ports area. First were several brief inspec-
tion stops to check trailing truck bearings 
on the 261 followed by a 45 minute delay 
account a manifest train breaking in two 
and delaying a meet. Going into the termi-
nal, we were faced with a 5 mph slow order 
for the last 9 miles around several sharp 
curves and over a drawbridge. The next day 
to avoid another delay leaving Duluth the 
261 was run light an hour ahead of the rest 
of the train allowing the Amtrak unit to solo 
for the first 9 miles over to Superior. Due to 
an invisible mysterious cinder in my eye I 
slept most of the way back to Minneapolis, 

Cardinal. See www.newrivertrain.com for 
more info.

November 9 & 10: 25th Annual 2013 
Railfest Model Train Show, Pocahontas 
Chapter, NRHS, Bluefield Youth Center, 1780 
Stadium Drive, Next To Mitchell Stadium, 
Bluefield, WV. Saturday: 9 am to 5 pm, 
Sunday: 12 Noon – 5 pm.

December 19: Annual Chapter Holiday 
Gathering.
Condolences 

One of Joe Fagan’s sisters passed away the 
end of February. Her name was Patricia Ann 
Brod. She had lived in Morehead City, NC. 
Our thoughts and prayers to Joe.
Sick List

Kim Hartley, daughter of S R and Edith 
Winegard, is not doing well in her fight 
against cancer. She is currently at home with 
S R and Edith. Your thoughts and prayers 
would be appreciated. The Winegards thank 
the Chapter for the recent card.
Congratulations

To Brad Dobbins and Jocelyn Holloway, 
now Jocelyn Holloway Dobbins, on their 
May 2 marriage. After their Roanoke First 
Baptist church wedding they went on a 
Caribbean cruise.
Chapter Programs

We are always looking for programs for 
the Chapter monthly meetings. If you have 
something you would like to show, please 
contact Dorr Tucker, 540-342-7759 or joan-
dorr@cox.net.
May Chapter Program

Thanks to new members W. Graham 
Claytor III and Gale McKinley for present-
ing a truly outstanding DVD program at the 
May 16 Chapter meeting. W. Graham Claytor 
Jr took home movies back in the 1950’s, 
many around Roanoke, and they have been 
converted to a DVD. The Virginian Railway 
action was especially interesting, including 

the Electrics and a detour train over the 
N&W’s Blue Ridge Grade with Fairbanks-
Morse diesels in the lead and an N&W 
Y6 pusher. Graham and Gale are son and 
niece respectively of Mr. Claytor, who was 
President of Southern Railway and Amtrak. 
Amtrak To Roanoke

With the passage of the Virginia 
Transportation bill this Spring, the timetable 
for the return of Amtrak service to down-
town Roanoke has become more certain. A 
potential roadblock, rebuilding the Trout 
Run tunnel under the proposed station 
track in downtown Roanoke, appears to 
have been funded. Extension of the present 
Lynchburg train to Roanoke should be done 
by 2016 or possibly sooner. (Various news 
sources)
More On Roanoke Hump Yard 

 A significant number of Norfolk Southern 
Corp. personnel who lost railroad jobs in the 
closure of Roanoke’s hump yard could get 
new jobs at the company. NS has given jobs 
to or expects to have jobs available for at 
least 90 of the 140 affected employees, rail-
road spokesman Robin Chapman said. And 
“we expect there will be more,” Chapman 
said.

Employees would have to agree to leave 
Roanoke for some of the positions. For 
instance, seven signalman positions were 
abolished at the hump yard.

The railroad has opened seven new posi-
tions for signalmen, though some are in 
Bluefield, W.Va., Chapman said.

In addition, in the mechanical depart-
ment, 14 employees were appointed to posi-
tions in Lynchburg and Kenova, W.Va.; 29 
signal construction positions will be avail-
able in April and May; and another 40 will 
be available in June and July, Chapman said.

The latter 69 jobs require travel to an out-
of-area work location, though the employees 
could continue to live in Roanoke, he said.
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NS said Feb. 25 it would close its Roanoke 
hump yard for hitching together the cars of 
trains because it could do the coupling more 
efficiently at other locations.

The hump will stay open for the benefit 
of local train customers, but its days as a 
regional railroad pivot point are over, the 
railroad said. (The Roanoke Times, March 
29, 2013) 
The Making Of An NS Commercial

The link below shows how the new NS 
commercial now airing on national televi-
sion was made, in Atlanta:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3qt_
NsfA3ZM
GE Locomotive Commercial

The General Electric locomotive commer-
cial now airing on television was made on 
Norfolk Southern in the Troutville-Nace area 
just north of Roanoke.

Roanoke Chapter At VMT
by Lewis Foster

On May 11th and 12, the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation offered short train rides 
for their Roanoke Rail Days event. For the 
second year in a row, the museum and 
the Chapter Mechanical Department part-
nered with the New Hope Valley Railway 
in Bonsal, NC, for this event. Motive power 
was the New Hope Valley No.17, an 0-4-0T 
built more than 70 years ago by Vulcan. 
,The Chapter’s N&W P2 class coach No.512, 
CH class caboose No.518409, and chapter 
member Jeff Shelton’s C-31 class caboose 
No.518539 filled out the rest of the consist. 
While inclement weather held down atten-
dance compared with last year, we still car-
ried over 1,600 passengers for the weekend.

On May 18th and 19th, the museum and 
New Hope Valley offered a new opportunity 
that hasn’t been seen in the Roanoke Valley 
for many years. Museum members and 
guests were given the opportunity to pay to 

be the engineer on No.17 for 30 minute ses-
sions. They were accompanied by a licensed 
engineer and fireman and were able to 
move around the yard and part way up the 
lead track. This proved to be very popular 
and all but one session sold.

On June 13 the Chapter Mechanical crew 
operated the T-6 No. 41, coach 512, and 
caboose for VMT’s member appreciation 
party.
Experimental Whistle Used On New 
Hope Valley 17

No. 17 was equipped with a Norfolk 
and Western experimental whistle during 
the May 11 operation. It was intended for 
the new Class J’s in 1941 but instead they 
purchased three chime Hancock whistles. 
Although complete drawings were found, it 
is not known if an original was ever built. 
This one was constructed using those draw-
ings. It sounds slightly different from the 
Hancock design:

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZOP27nVQKh8

(Norfolk and Western Historical Society 
May 23 Archive Report)
21St Century Steam

Coordinated by Paul M. Howell, the 
Chapter provided car hosts for the NS/TVRM 
operated 21st Century Steam excursions on 
March 16 and 17 to Walton and Lynchburg. 
A Sunday round trip to Lynchburg was 
added March 17. All trips, with the former 
Southern Railway No. 630 2-8-0, were well 
run and well patronized, with NS employ-
ees and the general public onboard. Thanks 
you to those who helped as Car Hosts or 
in concessions on Saturday March 16th 
and/or Sunday March 17th 2013: Skip 
Salmon, Landon Gregory, Lewis Foster, Dave 
Foster, Joyce Foster, Percy Wilkins, Willard 
Hamill, Paul M. Howell (Coordinator), Walt 
Alexander, Carol Crosby, Paul V. Howell, 
Ken Attenhoffer, Bill Mason, Carl Jensen, 
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Peter Lewis, Jim Overholser, Dorr Tucker, 
Mike Preston, Elly Wefel, Siegie Ritenour, 
Bill Arnold, and Ken Cook (provided EMTs 
on Saturday). We received letters of appre-
ciation from TVRM and NS. The Roanoke 
Chapter also received a nice payment from 
TVRM for our services.

The Lake Pearl
by Lewis Foster and Dorr Tucker

The Virginia Museum of Transportation 
recently received a generous grant to 

be used on the exterior restoration of their 
Heavyweight Pullman Sleeper, the Lake 
Pearl. Built in 1923 and air-conditioned in 
the 1930’s, the 10 Section, 1 Drawing Room, 
2 Compartment Lake Pearl is considered one 
of the most complete examples of a Pullman 
sleeping car from that era remaining. The 
museum has contracted with a group of 
local restoration workers (many of them 
Chapter members) to perform the exterior 
work including metal repair, new paint, and 
lettering. Due to the nature of this work, 
VMT and the Chapter arranged to have the 
car moved off-site from the museum and it 
is currently being restored at the Chapter’s 
siding. All parties involved in the restoration 
hope that once the exterior is completed 
that additional funding will allow for the 
interior to be restored with a similar atten-
tion to detail. Once complete, the Lake Pearl 
will again be a gem in the collection at VMT. 

The Lake Pearl served on the last heavy-
weight Pullman route in the US, operating 
between Atlanta and Brunswick, Georgia 
back in1963. In 1980 this car served the 
Chapter on the Independence Limited 
International operating on a roundabout 
route from Alexandria, VA, to Toronto, ON, 
Canada and return via Roanoke. It was also 
used in Southern Steam program excursion 
trains for a time.

Also at VMT, the 1897 Norfolk and 

Western 2-8-0 number 6 has been recently 
repainted in glistening black.
611 Test “Run”

On June 2 Norfolk Southern and The 
Virginia Museum of Transportation bor-
rowed the Chapter’s Alco T-6 No.41 to test 
the roller bearings on the 611. While this 
was done at a slow speed in the confines of 
the museum the test was deemed a success. 
More Rail Cars For Apple Ridge Farm

 In April Chapter members Percy & Linda 
Wilkins donated former N&W caboose 
No. 518562 to Apple Ridge Farm in Floyd 
County. That cab along with a former 
Conrail cabin car donated by Norfolk 
Southern were transported from Roanoke 
up Bent Mountain by a heavy-duty truck 
provided by member Will Harris’ trucking 
company. The two cabs will be part of “The 
Junction at Apple Ridge Farm,” a developing 
lodging complex. The former NKP payroll 
box car donated by the Chapter that will 
house an eBase communications center 
should make the trip to the Farm soon. 
Apple Ridge Farm, founded by Chapter 
member Peter Lewis, is an Educational and 
Conference Center dedicated to provide aca-
demic summer camp for children that reside 
in intercity public housing.

Virginian Railway Book 
The VIRGINIAN RAILWAY HERITAGE 

TRAIL by Aubrey Wiley is the newest book 
on the Virginian railroad and is now avail-
able. Containing over 175 pictures plus 
maps, the 90 page, hardback book covers 
the Virginian from its formation in 1907 
to today’s role in the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad. Over three dozen locations are rec-
ognized as significant to the operational suc-
cess of the old Virginian. Bridging from the 
past to the present, these surviving places 
are covered in great detail with pictures, 
information from primary sources and sto-
ries from people who actually experienced 
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NS said Feb. 25 it would close its Roanoke 
hump yard for hitching together the cars of 
trains because it could do the coupling more 
efficiently at other locations.

The hump will stay open for the benefit 
of local train customers, but its days as a 
regional railroad pivot point are over, the 
railroad said. (The Roanoke Times, March 
29, 2013) 
The Making Of An NS Commercial

The link below shows how the new NS 
commercial now airing on national televi-
sion was made, in Atlanta:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3qt_
NsfA3ZM
GE Locomotive Commercial

The General Electric locomotive commer-
cial now airing on television was made on 
Norfolk Southern in the Troutville-Nace area 
just north of Roanoke.

Roanoke Chapter At VMT
by Lewis Foster

On May 11th and 12, the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation offered short train rides 
for their Roanoke Rail Days event. For the 
second year in a row, the museum and 
the Chapter Mechanical Department part-
nered with the New Hope Valley Railway 
in Bonsal, NC, for this event. Motive power 
was the New Hope Valley No.17, an 0-4-0T 
built more than 70 years ago by Vulcan. 
,The Chapter’s N&W P2 class coach No.512, 
CH class caboose No.518409, and chapter 
member Jeff Shelton’s C-31 class caboose 
No.518539 filled out the rest of the consist. 
While inclement weather held down atten-
dance compared with last year, we still car-
ried over 1,600 passengers for the weekend.

On May 18th and 19th, the museum and 
New Hope Valley offered a new opportunity 
that hasn’t been seen in the Roanoke Valley 
for many years. Museum members and 
guests were given the opportunity to pay to 

be the engineer on No.17 for 30 minute ses-
sions. They were accompanied by a licensed 
engineer and fireman and were able to 
move around the yard and part way up the 
lead track. This proved to be very popular 
and all but one session sold.

On June 13 the Chapter Mechanical crew 
operated the T-6 No. 41, coach 512, and 
caboose for VMT’s member appreciation 
party.
Experimental Whistle Used On New 
Hope Valley 17

No. 17 was equipped with a Norfolk 
and Western experimental whistle during 
the May 11 operation. It was intended for 
the new Class J’s in 1941 but instead they 
purchased three chime Hancock whistles. 
Although complete drawings were found, it 
is not known if an original was ever built. 
This one was constructed using those draw-
ings. It sounds slightly different from the 
Hancock design:

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZOP27nVQKh8

(Norfolk and Western Historical Society 
May 23 Archive Report)
21St Century Steam

Coordinated by Paul M. Howell, the 
Chapter provided car hosts for the NS/TVRM 
operated 21st Century Steam excursions on 
March 16 and 17 to Walton and Lynchburg. 
A Sunday round trip to Lynchburg was 
added March 17. All trips, with the former 
Southern Railway No. 630 2-8-0, were well 
run and well patronized, with NS employ-
ees and the general public onboard. Thanks 
you to those who helped as Car Hosts or 
in concessions on Saturday March 16th 
and/or Sunday March 17th 2013: Skip 
Salmon, Landon Gregory, Lewis Foster, Dave 
Foster, Joyce Foster, Percy Wilkins, Willard 
Hamill, Paul M. Howell (Coordinator), Walt 
Alexander, Carol Crosby, Paul V. Howell, 
Ken Attenhoffer, Bill Mason, Carl Jensen, 
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Peter Lewis, Jim Overholser, Dorr Tucker, 
Mike Preston, Elly Wefel, Siegie Ritenour, 
Bill Arnold, and Ken Cook (provided EMTs 
on Saturday). We received letters of appre-
ciation from TVRM and NS. The Roanoke 
Chapter also received a nice payment from 
TVRM for our services.

The Lake Pearl
by Lewis Foster and Dorr Tucker

The Virginia Museum of Transportation 
recently received a generous grant to 

be used on the exterior restoration of their 
Heavyweight Pullman Sleeper, the Lake 
Pearl. Built in 1923 and air-conditioned in 
the 1930’s, the 10 Section, 1 Drawing Room, 
2 Compartment Lake Pearl is considered one 
of the most complete examples of a Pullman 
sleeping car from that era remaining. The 
museum has contracted with a group of 
local restoration workers (many of them 
Chapter members) to perform the exterior 
work including metal repair, new paint, and 
lettering. Due to the nature of this work, 
VMT and the Chapter arranged to have the 
car moved off-site from the museum and it 
is currently being restored at the Chapter’s 
siding. All parties involved in the restoration 
hope that once the exterior is completed 
that additional funding will allow for the 
interior to be restored with a similar atten-
tion to detail. Once complete, the Lake Pearl 
will again be a gem in the collection at VMT. 

The Lake Pearl served on the last heavy-
weight Pullman route in the US, operating 
between Atlanta and Brunswick, Georgia 
back in1963. In 1980 this car served the 
Chapter on the Independence Limited 
International operating on a roundabout 
route from Alexandria, VA, to Toronto, ON, 
Canada and return via Roanoke. It was also 
used in Southern Steam program excursion 
trains for a time.

Also at VMT, the 1897 Norfolk and 

Western 2-8-0 number 6 has been recently 
repainted in glistening black.
611 Test “Run”

On June 2 Norfolk Southern and The 
Virginia Museum of Transportation bor-
rowed the Chapter’s Alco T-6 No.41 to test 
the roller bearings on the 611. While this 
was done at a slow speed in the confines of 
the museum the test was deemed a success. 
More Rail Cars For Apple Ridge Farm

 In April Chapter members Percy & Linda 
Wilkins donated former N&W caboose 
No. 518562 to Apple Ridge Farm in Floyd 
County. That cab along with a former 
Conrail cabin car donated by Norfolk 
Southern were transported from Roanoke 
up Bent Mountain by a heavy-duty truck 
provided by member Will Harris’ trucking 
company. The two cabs will be part of “The 
Junction at Apple Ridge Farm,” a developing 
lodging complex. The former NKP payroll 
box car donated by the Chapter that will 
house an eBase communications center 
should make the trip to the Farm soon. 
Apple Ridge Farm, founded by Chapter 
member Peter Lewis, is an Educational and 
Conference Center dedicated to provide aca-
demic summer camp for children that reside 
in intercity public housing.
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TRAIL by Aubrey Wiley is the newest book 
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able. Containing over 175 pictures plus 
maps, the 90 page, hardback book covers 
the Virginian from its formation in 1907 
to today’s role in the Norfolk Southern 
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ognized as significant to the operational suc-
cess of the old Virginian. Bridging from the 
past to the present, these surviving places 
are covered in great detail with pictures, 
information from primary sources and sto-
ries from people who actually experienced 
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the Virginian. In establishing the physical, 
525 miles long Virginian Railway Heritage 
Trail (mainline plus three branches), the 
author developed contacts and new sources 
for heretofore unknown information and 
pictures of the Virginian. The operation of 
C&O passenger trains over the Virginian is 
just one example. For more information use 
this link: http://virginianrailwayheritagetrail-
book.blogspot.com/

Steam To The Northstar 
by Dorr Tucker 

Your co-editor had the opportunity to 
ride behind former Milwaukee Road 

4-8-4 No. 261 from Minneapolis to Duluth, 
Minnesota, and return on May 11 & 12. 
The 261 made several successful short 
runs around town about a week before 
the trip and with former NKP auxiliary 
tender 250002 from the 1996 NS auction 
at Irondale, Alabama, and Amtrak P-42 No. 
17 trailing, the 14 car train was ready to 
roll at 9 AM on Saturday May 11th. Like 
many excursion operations today the pas-
senger extra was under the auspices of 
Amtrak. We had four full-length big domes 
including three from Iowa Pacific. Many 
Roanoke Chapter members became famil-
iar with several of these high capacity cars 
on our last four November excursions. 
The spit and polish consist departing from 
Minneapolis Junction also included former 
Milwaukee Road super dome 554, tool car 
Grand Canyon, duplex roomette crew car 
Minnesota River, two parlor cars, a baggage 
concession car, former Norfolk and Western 
office car Lamberts Point, and the opulent 
former Milwaukee Road Sky Top Lounge 
Cedar Rapids carrying the markers. I rode 
coach. We had three of which one was an 
original 1952 ex-PRR Congressional car in 
Budd stainless steel livery while the other 
two, the Wenonah (my car) and the Pepin 

were almost identical faux Milwaukee Road 
cars resplendent in orange and maroon 
that were relics from the Algoma Central. A 
little research back in the Star City told me 
that these cars were built by ACF in 1947 
for the Central of Georgia. Now I know why 
my car for the excursion had the same type 
of lighting fixtures as ex-Central of Georgia 
390, the 56 passenger ex-Nancy Hanks II 
combine that usually operated as the head 
car behind the 4501 on the Southern back in 
the 70’s. While the 361 passengers in first 
class were the usual affluent crowd of high 
rollers, seniors, and fanatic fans, the 142 in 
the coaches included many families with 
children ranging from babies with bottles to 
third graders who were playing in the aisles 
without being too disruptive. The train was 
operated by the friends of the 261 and the 
car hosts, all in traditional conductors uni-
forms, were friendly but rather reserved. 
Also, I noticed an absence of car tonks, offi-
cials (both amateur and professional) and 
other staff members rushing by in all direc-
tions. Amtrak and BNSF personnel were 
seldom around and radio chatter was some-
what subdued from what we are accustomed 
to on NS. But I was a passenger with limited 
knowledge in foreign territory. We lost a 
good hour and a half going into the Twin 
Ports area. First were several brief inspec-
tion stops to check trailing truck bearings 
on the 261 followed by a 45 minute delay 
account a manifest train breaking in two 
and delaying a meet. Going into the termi-
nal, we were faced with a 5 mph slow order 
for the last 9 miles around several sharp 
curves and over a drawbridge. The next day 
to avoid another delay leaving Duluth the 
261 was run light an hour ahead of the rest 
of the train allowing the Amtrak unit to solo 
for the first 9 miles over to Superior. Due to 
an invisible mysterious cinder in my eye I 
slept most of the way back to Minneapolis, 

Cardinal. See www.newrivertrain.com for 
more info.
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Chapter, NRHS, Bluefield Youth Center, 1780 
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Bluefield, WV. Saturday: 9 am to 5 pm, 
Sunday: 12 Noon – 5 pm.

December 19: Annual Chapter Holiday 
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Condolences 
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end of February. Her name was Patricia Ann 
Brod. She had lived in Morehead City, NC. 
Our thoughts and prayers to Joe.
Sick List

Kim Hartley, daughter of S R and Edith 
Winegard, is not doing well in her fight 
against cancer. She is currently at home with 
S R and Edith. Your thoughts and prayers 
would be appreciated. The Winegards thank 
the Chapter for the recent card.
Congratulations

To Brad Dobbins and Jocelyn Holloway, 
now Jocelyn Holloway Dobbins, on their 
May 2 marriage. After their Roanoke First 
Baptist church wedding they went on a 
Caribbean cruise.
Chapter Programs

We are always looking for programs for 
the Chapter monthly meetings. If you have 
something you would like to show, please 
contact Dorr Tucker, 540-342-7759 or joan-
dorr@cox.net.
May Chapter Program

Thanks to new members W. Graham 
Claytor III and Gale McKinley for present-
ing a truly outstanding DVD program at the 
May 16 Chapter meeting. W. Graham Claytor 
Jr took home movies back in the 1950’s, 
many around Roanoke, and they have been 
converted to a DVD. The Virginian Railway 
action was especially interesting, including 

the Electrics and a detour train over the 
N&W’s Blue Ridge Grade with Fairbanks-
Morse diesels in the lead and an N&W 
Y6 pusher. Graham and Gale are son and 
niece respectively of Mr. Claytor, who was 
President of Southern Railway and Amtrak. 
Amtrak To Roanoke

With the passage of the Virginia 
Transportation bill this Spring, the timetable 
for the return of Amtrak service to down-
town Roanoke has become more certain. A 
potential roadblock, rebuilding the Trout 
Run tunnel under the proposed station 
track in downtown Roanoke, appears to 
have been funded. Extension of the present 
Lynchburg train to Roanoke should be done 
by 2016 or possibly sooner. (Various news 
sources)
More On Roanoke Hump Yard 

 A significant number of Norfolk Southern 
Corp. personnel who lost railroad jobs in the 
closure of Roanoke’s hump yard could get 
new jobs at the company. NS has given jobs 
to or expects to have jobs available for at 
least 90 of the 140 affected employees, rail-
road spokesman Robin Chapman said. And 
“we expect there will be more,” Chapman 
said.

Employees would have to agree to leave 
Roanoke for some of the positions. For 
instance, seven signalman positions were 
abolished at the hump yard.

The railroad has opened seven new posi-
tions for signalmen, though some are in 
Bluefield, W.Va., Chapman said.

In addition, in the mechanical depart-
ment, 14 employees were appointed to posi-
tions in Lynchburg and Kenova, W.Va.; 29 
signal construction positions will be avail-
able in April and May; and another 40 will 
be available in June and July, Chapman said.

The latter 69 jobs require travel to an out-
of-area work location, though the employees 
could continue to live in Roanoke, he said.
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interested, you may donate via the Potomac 
Chapter NRHS, P. O. Box 235, Kensington, 
MD 20895. Please mark your check “PM 
1225.” The Steam Railroading Institute is 
hoping to complete the necessary repairs 
and have the 1225 on the road sometime 
this year.

You Chessie System fans - and I know you 
are out there, and that includes me without 
doubt. This past February 26th marked 40 
years since that entity was formed with the 
complete merger of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad, the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, 
and the Western Maryland Railway. To the 
dismay of WM fans, a lot of that railroad 
was abandoned in favor of B&O routes.

I had a deep feeling that this might 
happen. About two years ago, the North 
Carolina Transportation Museum, located in 
Spencer, NC, began charging admission fees. 
A self-study by the museum reveals that it is 
in trouble due to sharply declining revenue 
and visitors. There were 77,276 visitors in 
2012 compared to 129,597 in 2001. And 
those 2012 figures were impacted by a lot of 
folks who visited during the July 4th week 
due to the gathering of the Norfolk Southern 
Heritage locomotives. Susan Kluttz, North 
Carolina’s Cultural Resources Secretary, 
vows to fight in behalf of the NCTM so that 
it will not fold. Ms. Kluttz was a former 
mayor of Salisbury, Spencer’s neighbor.

Some of you may have noticed that I am 
spelling out the names of railroads versus 
using initials or reporting marks in some 
cases. Here is my reason. Newcomers to 
this hobby may not have a clue what B&O 
or CC&O or SR stand for. Also, since the 
Turntable Times like other NRHS publica-
tions have gone onto the world wide web, 
folks in foreign countries as well as the USA 
are reading the publication and REALLY may 
not have a clue. It just makes the articles 
more informative.

The Time Table
The Norfolk and Western Historical 

Society just finished their 2013 convention. 
The 2014 convention is scheduled for next 
summer in Roanoke.

July 28 to August 1: The Chesapeake and 
Ohio Historical Society will hold their 2013 
annual conference at the Pipestem, West 
Virginia, State Park. Info: www.cohs.org 

August 3: {Saturday} Virginia Train 
Collectors Charlottesville Summer Train 
Meet, Holiday Inn Monticello, Exit 120 
off I-64 at 5th Street, 1200 5th Street, SW, 
Charlottesville, Va. 22902, 9 am to 4 pm, 
www.vatraincollectors.com 

August 10: {Saturday} 35th Annual Blue 
Ridge Chapter, NRHS “Lynchburg Rail Day 
2013”, 9 am to 4 pm. Boonsboro Ruritan 
Club, 1065 Coffee Road, Lynchburg 24503. 
Model train items and railroad memorabilia 
with vendors from around the region. Food 
available. Contact Norris Deyerle, railcow@
msn.com or 434-237-4912, or see www.blu-
eridgenrhs.org for more info.

 September 7 & 8: The Chapter provides 
train rides at VMT’s Grandparents’ Weekend. 
See www.vmt.org for more info and other 
events.

September 13-21: NRHS National 
Convention in Alaska. See www.nrhs.com 
for more info.

October 12 & 13: North Carolina 
Transportation Museum/Watauga Valley 
Railroad Historical Society Amtrak char-
ter roundtrip excursions from Spencer to 
Charlottesville (Saturday) and Asheville 
(Sunday). See www.nctrans.org for more 
info.

October 19,20,26 & 27: The Collis P. 
Huntington Railroad Historical Society 
Amtrak charter New River Trains from 
Huntington to Hinton, WV, and return each 
day. Huntington also offers private rail 
car trips to cities in the northeast via the 

but we were only a little over an hour late in 
returning, partially due to holding out for a 
freight movement. The annoying cinder dis-
appeared sometime during the next night.

Along with a buffet reception at the quant 
1892 French Chateau-like Lake Superior Rail 
Museum, the North Shore Scenic Railroad’s 
ex-Soo Line Pacific No. 2719 was spotted 
side by side with the 261, both with a full 
head of steam in cramped quarters. Sort 
of like seeing a non- streamlined N&W K-1 
Mountain and a Virginian PA Pacific head to 
head at JK? 

To my knowledge, only four individuals 
from our region were aboard. They included 
Don Maxwell, director and trip chairman 
of CP Huntington; James Harris of Old 
North State Chapter in Raleigh and a fre-
quent passenger on our trains; Jim Fetchero 
of Charlotte (a native of Clarksburg, WV), 
Manager of Passenger Car Operations for 
Iowa Pacific and an old friend of our gang 
from the old days of 4501 and early 611 
operations; and this writer. Jim took me 
back into first class where I passed out a 
couple dozen ‘Fire Up the 611’ Brochures 
from the supply that Peg McGuire of VMT 

had given me. I also 
distributed some at the 
Minneapolis Junction 
shop and boarding 
point less than a mile 
from the Mississippi 
River bridge near 
Target Field. Before 
leaving the train I 
talked briefly to Steve 
Gilischinski who 
thanked me for com-
ing. Although rather 
low key it was good 
that Roanoke was 
represented. After 
all we have the 611 
which to us is THE 

LOCOMOTIVE. 
Don Maxwell

No, our good friend from the Collis P. 
Huntington Railroad Historical Society in 
West Virginia is OK. But Don, who has been 
heavily involved in the leadership of the 
Huntington group that runs the annual 
New River Train, the Railroad Passenger Car 
Alliance and the NRHS, has decided to retire 
from all leadership positions in those orga-
nizations. Roanoke Chapter has worked with 
him on many projects, including our recent 
fall Amtrak charter excursions. Don, in a 
letter in the RPCA ‘s Information Exchange 
2nd quarter newsletter, said he plans to 
remain a member of all three organizations. 
He said he does not have any current health 
problems except for stress and growing older 
with each passing day. We wish Don good 
wishes and good health in his retirement.

Fire Up 611! 
Committee to release the findings of the 

Feasibility Study on Friday, June 28
The Virginia Museum of Transportation 

and the Fire Up 611! Committee will 

Dorr Tucker Photo
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Phase II construction of the Virginian Station 
restoration. By May 31st, the design develop-
ment documents were 100% complete and 
the construction documents for Phase II 
were 90% complete. Both were submitted by 
Spectrum to VDOT and the City of Roanoke 
for review. The current schedule is to issue a 
request for bids by July 31st and commence 
construction in the fall of 2013. Completion 
by June 30, 2014, is still scheduled although 
this is an aggressive timetable and will 
depend upon the performance of others 
(principally governmental review). 

 The building was used June 11 for a 
Committee meeting. Ben Shank and Skip set 
up two tables with chairs and suspended a 
light above the table in the Depot Building. 
We plan to also use it for other committees 
to meet for interior planning.

Mixed Freight
by Mr. Robin R, Shavers

Like many of you, I was really blown 
away when I got the word via e-mail 

that Norfolk Southern would cease regional 
railcar classification in Roanoke on February 
25. I actually had to read the email three 
times for the info to really sink in. When 
I arrived in Roanoke on Saturday, May 11, 
to attend the National Train Day/Roanoke 
Railfest at the VMT, the reality hit me hard 
as I drove along Shenandoah Avenue to view 
for myself the reality of that operational 
termination. To me, it was the equivalent of 
the Roanoke River turning into Tinker Creek. 
All those empty tracks that for decades held 
millions of freight cars waiting to be classi-
fied to be further transported to their final 
destination. All those stored Thoroughbred 
locomotives were depressing to view, too. I 
thought back to the late sixties when I was 
in my single digits age wise and I would 
stand or sit for hours with a cousin just 
taking it all in along Shenandoah Avenue. 

To say that yard was a bustling entity was 
indeed an understatement.

This is just a wild thought. One of the 
major complaints I hear from railfans and 
the general public that patronize the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation is that rolling 
stock need to be spread out more. A lot 
of the cars and locomotives are too close 
together for taking decent photos. Wouldn’t 
it be great if some time down the road, if 
Norfolk Southern has no use for the prop-
erty close to VMT, it could or would offer to 
the VMT the sale, lease, or donation a spe-
cific amount of that property for museum 
expansion. Yes I realize, readers, that quite 
a bit of details would have to be ironed 
out including an EPA study to determine 
the contaminants in the soil. And yes FIRE 
UP 611 will indeed be a fulltime endeavor 
should that project come to fruition. Look at 
the upside: railroading projects that most of 
us think would or could not be done some-
times do.

TIMELINE: 2013 marks 25 years since 
the Union Pacific took over the Missouri-
Kansas-Texas Railroad, aka The Katy. State 
Line Tunnel on the original Boston & Albany 
Railroad turns 100 this year. That former 
Conrail line is now part of the CSX network. 
Norfolk & Western’s Ohio River Bridge locat-
ed between South Point, Ohio, and Kenova, 
West Virginia, turned 100 on March 4 of 
this ear. The span is part of NS’s Pocahontas 
Division. During N&W days, it was part of 
their Scioto Division. That structure carried 
many an Independence Limited excursion 
train sponsored by the Roanoke Chapter 
NRHS.

There are steam locomotive projects 
underway in a number of locations. Most 
of us are familiar with 2-8-4 Berkshire Pere 
Marquette No. 1225. It has been sidetracked 
due its 15 year inspection. Getting 1225 high 
iron worthy will require funds. If you’re 
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announce the findings of the feasibility 
study on Friday, June 28 at a press confer-
ence at 11 am. 

 "The Committee has almost completed 
their research and finished crunching the 
numbers," said Preston Claytor, chairman of 
the Fire Up 611! Committee. "We hope fans 
of the 611 will understand that this effort 
has taken a lot of time and expertise to 
research thoroughly." 

 The study took an in-depth look at the 
costs and feasibility of restoring, maintain-
ing and operating the iconic locomotive. The 
Fire Up 611! Committee has been working 
with specialists in steam locomotive opera-
tions and restoration, engineers, and experts 
on Federal Railroad Administration require-
ments and safety.  

 The Virginia Museum of Transportation 
will post the Fire Up 611! Committee's rec-
ommendation to fireup611.org by 5 pm on 
June 28. 

NRHS Alaska Convention 
Update

by Elrond Lawrence, Director, NRHS Public 
Relations

As of late May, over 300 registrants have 
purchased tickets for both the 2013 NRHS 
Convention in Anchorage and pre-conven-
tion activities in Fairbanks.

All trains and events are confirmed to 
operate and NRHS is continuing to add 
capacity where possible. The convention will 
begin with a “pre-convention” of activities in 
Fairbanks, followed by a two-day train trip 
to Anchorage to the main event. Anchorage-
based trains on Sept. 19-21 will feature 
premium “Gold Star” service on Alaska full-
length dome cars with open-air viewing plat-
forms, lower-level dining space and elevators 
between floors.

As of mid-May, coach seating is available 
on all trains (in roomy long-distance cars 

with air conditioning). Expanded “Gold Star” 
service is still available on the Anchorage-
based trains on September 19, 20 and 21. 
Visit www.NRHS.com for a full registration 
package, online ticketing, or to sign up for 
the mailing list.

Convention trains include:
- September 15: a roundtrip excursion 

from Fairbanks to the community of North 
Pole, traveling via freight-only trackage.

 - September 16-17: a two-day train trip 
from Fairbanks to Anchorage through rugged 
mountain scenery, with an overnight stop 
in Denali Park. Fifty rooms have been added 
to the Denali Park hotel in response to high 
demand.

- September 19: a one-day roundtrip from 
Anchorage to the port town of Seward, fea-
turing mountain grades, tunnels, glaciers, 
and rivers.

- September 20: a tour of the Alaska 
Railroad’s Anchorage terminal area via sev-
eral routes that rarely see passenger service, 
including a trip into the Mat-Su Valley.

- September 21: a roundtrip special from 
Anchorage to the old military port town of 
Whittier and a side trip to Spencer. The day 
includes a ride through the Anton Anderson 
tunnel, the longest rail and highway tunnel 
in North America.

 All trains include several stops for photos 
and to visit historic sites. All registrants will 
receive a 100-page commemorative book that 
covers the history of the Alaska Railroad and 
also serves as a mile-by-mile route guide.

 Just announced in mid-April are two 
additional tours. For those who want to 
make independent visits to the White Pass 
& Yukon Railroad before the convention, 
NRHS will operate a one-way bus trip from 
Skagway to Fairbanks on September 10-12. 
The package will include transportation with 
an experienced driver/guide and two hotel 
stays en route. On Wednesday, September 
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18, NRHS has added a bus trip to the Portage 
area to visit the famous Alaska Wildlife 
Conservation Center and the Alyeska Resort, 
with its mountain-climbing aerial tram. Both 
new tours require a minimum patronage to 
assure operation.

 September is usually peak fall color 
season, temperatures are cool but pleas-
ant and snow is starting to appear atop the 
mountains. The convention is timed for the 
September “shoulder season,” when Alaska 
is less crowded and prices are more econom-
ical than during the peak summer period.

The Scioto County
by Dorr Tucker

The Chapter is now the proud owner of 
a Budd-built stainless steel coach that 

will be a very practical car for us along with 
it being a significant historical artifact. 
Built in the Budd Company’s Philadelphia 
plant as a 10 Roomette, 6 Double Bedroom, 
Pullman sleeper, Scioto County, it was one 
of 20 identical cars delivered in December 
1949 and January 1950 to the Norfolk and 
Western. Eleven of the cars are named for 
area colleges and universities while nine 
are named for various counties in Virginia, 

West Virginia, Kentucky, and Ohio. They are 
not to be confused with the three Pullman–
Standard 10-6 sleepers, Buchanan County, 
McDowell County, and Sussex County that 
were built in late 1948 for Norfolk-New York 
Cannon Ball service.

For most of the 1950’s the Budd sleepers 
saw service on the Pocahontas, Shenandoah 
Valley route, trains 41 and 42, and as the 
New York-Williamson (later Washington-
Williamson) car on the Pelican and 
Cavalier. Conversely, the Tennessean and 
Birmingham Special were almost always 
assigned Southern lightweight “River” or 
“Valley” cars. From 1953 to 1957, this writer 
remembers the daily passage of train No. 12 
from Winston-Salem passing by Starkey at 
5:59 PM with the ever-present Tuscan red 
Budd sleeper trailing the 3 car consist and 
powered by a K2a locomotive. 

In 1963 under the administration of the 
illustrious Stuart T. Saunders all 20 of the 
N&W Budd lightweights were sold to the 
Pennsylvania Railroad for conversion by 
Budd to coaches. The Scioto County became 
PRR 1489, a 72-seat snack bar coach. This 
left the N&W with only three Pullmans 
of which one, the Sussex County, was 

Steven St.Clair, Zac McGinnis, Samuel & 
Karen Bauer, W. Graham Claytor III, Jim, 
Kerrie, & Keagan Henegar, Andy McArthur, 
Gale McKinley, David Shumate, and Paul 
Styles. With these 19 additions, and the 
passing of Claudine Miller (who had joined 
the chapter in 1984), the Chapter has 182 
members in good standing for 2013. That 
is up from 155 one year ago. Including 6 
non-renewals plus a few other deceased 
members, we still have had a net 18 % 
increase during the past year! An updated 
Roanoke Chapter Membership Roster has 
been prepared and is planned to be distrib-
uted to all Regular members attending the 
June meeting. It will be mailed to those not 
at the meeting. Please promptly report any 
address, phone, or email changes so that you 
don’t miss any Chapter or National mailings.

“Late breaking” local news of interest to 
rail fans is often sent to Chapter members 
via email. If you have not been getting these 
emails, please be sure I have your correct 
email address. Also, if you’d like to receive 
other chapter’s newsletters or Turntable 
Times in color as a PDF via email, let me 
know, and I will add you to the distribu-
tion list. Please contact me via email at 
Terrapin66@cox.net. 

The National board of directors has 
voted to increase National dues by $11.00 
(from $39 to $50) for Regular members for 
2014. That is a 39% increase in 3 years! 
Unfortunately, local chapters like ours have 
no control over that amount. The good news 
is that on May 7th, your Roanoke Chapter 
board of directors voted to keep the Chapter 
dues the same for 2014. In June, National 
will begin to prepare invoices for 2014 dues. 
The invoices are planned to be mailed the 
first week of September. That is a month 
earlier than usual. All current memberships 
expire on December 31, 2013.

Virginian Station Update
by Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon

We have been concerned with security 
of the station property ever since 

Phase I was completed July 31, 2012. In fact, 
we did have minor vandalism consisting of 
5 cut padlocks, but no damage to the build-
ings was incurred and nothing was stolen. 
The Restoration Committee and Roanoke 
Chapter board of directors agreed on steps 
to be taken to secure the property including 
a security fence, exterior lighting all around 
the station, and an automated alarm sys-
tem. All have now been installed and tested, 
and there has been no further vandalism. 
A benefit of the lighting is we now have an 
illuminated flag pole and fly Old Glory 24/7. 

The contract with Spectrum Design, 
P.C. (and others through Spectrum) was 
executed on May 1, 2013, for provision of 
architectural and engineering services for 
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Report From The Board
by Jeff Sanders, President

During the past several Board meetings 
these are some of the actions that have 

been taken.
We recognize and welcome quite a few 

new members that have been added to our 
number - about an 18% increase over last 
year! Look for a list of new members in the 
Membership Report.

On May 29 we lost a long time, faith-
ful member. Mrs. Claudine Kytchen Miller 
passed away after declining health over the 
past few years. She was the mother of Board 
member Ken Miller and husband of Chapter 
member the late Elbert Miller. See her obitu-
ary elsewhere in the newsletter.

The Board passed a new set of By-Laws 
for the Chapter, mainly to conform to the 
changes brought about by the major changes 
in the National organization. Accordingly, 
an amended Articles of Incorporation had to 
be filed with the Virginia State Corporation 
Commission. These articles were approved 
by the membership. Also concerning the 
National organization, your Board voted to 
send a letter to National to record our deep 
concerns about the extreme dues increased 
imposed by National upon each member. 
Other concerns regarding National’s seem-
ing lack of cost control was also addressed 
in the letter, which is published in this 
newsletter. 

Equipment-wise, our N&W coach No. 512 
has returned from Spencer and has been 
placed in service at VMT, alongside our lat-
est acquisition, coach No. 1489. Please see 
Dorr Tucker’s article about the wayward 
1489 that has returned home. 512 also saw 
service on several NS 21st Century Steam 
trains. Engine No. 522 has had a replace-
ment governor installed and No. 41 has had 
major wiring replaced. Thanks to Electric 

Wire Company for donating the wire. 
Ex-Southern Railway sleeper Lake Pearl, 
belonging to VMT, was moved to our 9th 
Street siding for contract refurbishing – see 
a report elsewhere in this issue. 

The Board has approved to spend up to 
$2,000 to provide stencils for the remaining 
lettering to be done on N&W equipment at 
VMT as it is repainted, such as N&W No. 6.

The Board has decided not to operate fall 
Amtrak Charter excursions this year. It is 
believed that the soft market that exists in 
the Roanoke area needs a rest.

Spectrum Design has been hired for 
Architectural and Engineering services for 
Phase II, the final phase, of the Virginian 
Station project. Spectrum is now completing 
drawings and preparing bid documents so 
we can advertise for bids for a contractor. 
Once again things are moving slower than 
we desire, but we are moving forward. See 
the Virginian Station report in this newslet-
ter.

A security system and temporary lighting 
has been installed at the Virginian Station. 

Your Chapter is very busy and we certain-
ly appreciate your continued support. Feel 
free to contact board or committee person-
nel to contribute your talents and time!

Your Roanoke Chapter Board normally 
meets at 7 PM the first Tuesday of each 
month at VMT. Members are always wel-
come to attend.

Membership Report
by Walter Alexander, Membership Chairman

The dues renewal cycle has ended, and 
all but six 2012 members have renewed. 

We had a 96 % renewal rate.
We are pleased to say “Welcome aboard” 

to new Chapter members who have joined 
in recent months: Judy Salmon, Ken 
Attenhofer, Sheila Shank, Dylan Knight, 
Joannie Stike, Stacey & Sebastian Lambert, 
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leased to the Illinois Central. The other two 
cars would cover the remaining Roanoke-
Cincinnati line on the Pocahontas with none 
for protection. However, we remember see-
ing NKP “City” series lightweights, the FEC 
Bahamian, NH Manomet Point, and at least 
one C&O “City” car substituting on rare occa-
sions from 1964 to 1967. In the summer of 
1967 the Sussex County returned home in 
IC paint and was quickly repainted in Pevler 
Blue. That car is now property of The Old 
Dominion Chapter NRHS while the other 
two Pullman–Standard cars are owned by 
the Ringling Brothers circus.

PRR 1489 became Penn Central 3231 after 
the ill-fated 1968 consolidation with the 
New York Central. 

In 1981 the car was sold to MARC for 
commuter service out of Baltimore and 
Washington and rebuilt as No. 103 with 
head end power by GE in Hornell, New York. 
Around 2001 the car was retired by MARC 
and after years of storage at Brunswick, MD, 
headed south with at least four other Budd 
cars to the SAM tourist railway operating out 
of Cordele, GA. This line made good use of 
the HEP on the now 90-passenger car (minus 
restroom facilities). The 34-mile route that 
passed through Plains, home of Jimmy 
Carter, over a portion of the old Seaboard 
Airline Savannah to Montgomery line. 

 In recent years the 1489 had been in ser-
vice on the now-defunct Mount Dora Meteor 
train of the Inland Lakes Railway operating 
on an old ACL branch some 23 miles west 
of Sanford, Florida. A few months ago the 
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum pur-
chased four of the MARC Budd cars in a sin-
gle lot bid. Our good friends at TVRM didn’t 
need all four cars so through the dedicated 
efforts of Ken Miller and Eddie Mooneyham 
we were able to purchase the Scioto County. 
This car will not only be a fitting represen-
tative of N&W history but it will meet our 

needs in a practical way by providing much 
needed seating that can be utilized either in 
local service within the terminal or in future 
road or lease operations.

Claudine K. Miller, 1921-2013
by Ken Miller

To most Chapter members of recent years, 
Claudine’s name does not ring a bell. 

Claudine had mostly retired from Chapter 
activities, short of answering the phone 
with folks looking for me that did not have 
my cell number. She never attended meet-
ings, and only rarely came to a banquet or 
Chapter function. However, she was a vital 
part of the Chapter’s operations during the 
heyday of 611 and 1218 excursions. 

In 1983, I was heading up our Roanoke-
Chicago, Independence Limited ‘83, and 
we needed someone to answer the myriad 
phone calls during the day that these trips 
generate. I sort of volunteered her for this, 
I believe I asked her permission, but that 
was 30 years ago. Since both my father 
and I were active in the Chapter, he in the 
mechanical department, me in almost every-
thing, it seemed a natural fit. Little did she 
know what she was in store for...

As soon as the flyer starting hitting the 
mailboxes, the phone started ringing, start-
ing as early as 7 AM, and sometimes as late 
as 10 PM. Claudine said she was not inter-
ested in railroading, but had been a dedi-
cated railroad wife, fixing meals at all hours 
of the day for my father going to Bluefield 
and back. With his retirement in 1981, and 
joining the Chapter in 1982, she still had 
a lot to keep up with as well as taking care 
of the business of the house. However, she 
took on the phone job with her usual public 
relations skills, and handled the mass of 
calls, ticket orders, questions, and, as she 
soon learned, it was also a travel agent’s job 
as well. She had to offer advice on where to 
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via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
What an unusual move for 2013! Skip Salmon caught our T6 

No. 41 with heavyweight sleeper "Lake Pearl" and our newest car 
"Scioto County" No. 1489 getting ready to cross the diamond at 
"JK". For Eddie Mooneyham's excellent photo of 1489 arriving in 
town, see page 13.

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, July 
18, 2013. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our August meeting well be held Thursday August 15 at 7:30 pm. 
September's monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, September 
19 and October will be Thursday, October 17.

Meeting Notice

1

stay in Roanoke, how to get here, etc. etc. 
She did this to support Elbert and myself 

in our interests, and like it or not, she grew 
to enjoy it as well. She had certainly been 
exposed to the Chapter operations, and 611 
prior to this. So, when flyer time came for 
a fall trip, I don’t think I even asked about 
putting the number on the flyer. She did 
not seem to mind, but when she got ques-
tions about things she did not know, she 
called me, and then called the person back. 
Of course, the most frequent question she 
got, was “Where is the photo run-by going to 
be?” When I explained to her that was really 
a chaser, that ticket holders did not need 
to know. The stock answer became “Don’t 
worry, they will announce it on the train.” 

This was an ideal way that Claudine could 
contribute to the Chapter, she had suffered 
from arthritis since the fall of 1968, and 
there were days that it was all she could do 
to move about the house. Many days she got 
nothing done but answer the phone during 
trip time.

Over the years, she got to know a number 
of folks by name, as they called frequently, 
someone from England called consistently 
on Mondays. Another from Germany was 
a regular, as well as dozens of folks along 
the route of whatever IL it was. Claudine 
handled all the calls with care and patience. 
On one IL, a daughter was bringing her 80+ 
year old mother east to ride the train, and 
made multiple calls to Claudine for sug-
gestions, and help. Just a few days before 
leaving California, she called one last time 
to beg Claudine to come to the train, they 
wanted to meet her and thank her in person 
for all her help. Claudine did make it to the 
station. 

To quote former member from England 
Chris Hazlehurst in response to my email 
about her passing, “My first contact with 
your Mum was in 1988, remarkably 25 years 

ago, when she would have been 66. Such a 
friendly voice over the ocean, so calm and 
reassuring. Trip customers must have felt at 
ease when talking to her.” 

Chris and I became friends as he visited 
the house on each of his trips to Roanoke. 
She always played a gracious host to the 
many folks who came to the house. Those 
folks included the many board members 
over the years. In those days, we usually 
met at the board member’s houses, and 
always had refreshments. Our long-time sec-
retary, the late Nellie Brock, always called to 
see if my mother was doing refreshments, 
as she knew it would be homemade and 
good! I think a lot of the board members 
looked forward to her oatmeal cake or other 
cakes. 

In 1989, Claudine went back to being a 
railroad wife, for a time. I had purchased my 
Virginian caboose No. 342, and Elbert and 
I were in the process of restoring it. Elbert 
would go over and work during the day, and 
as soon as I was done at work, I left and we 
worked until dark or after. That meant din-
ners at all hours of the evening, usually at 9 
or later. I was prepping the surface for paint, 
and sanding the old N&W paint off, creating 
a lot of red dust which covered my clothes 
and everything. Of course, when doing the 
laundry, this dust goes into everything giv-
ing all three of us pink underwear for the 
next six months or more. Claudine took it 
all in stride.

In 1991, Claudine’s brother was in his last 
illness, I had just had my job eliminated at 
the TV station, and it was a lot for her to 
deal with. She was 70 and was really not 
feeling up to dealing with it. I answered the 
phone a lot for the fall trips, and when all 
was said and done, on the Bluefield trip and 
the two Walton turns, with 2400 tickets to 
sell, we had sold over 1600 of them through 
the phone! For every ticket you sell, you 
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October 1 - Board Meeting
October 17 - General Meeting
November 5 - Board Meeting
November 20 - Annual Meeting
December 3 - Board Meeting 
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probably had at least six calls to deal with. 
After that she said, she cannot do any more, 
do not put the number on the flyer next year. 
I respected her wishes, and we did not. The 
Chapter awarded her with a plaque at the ban-
quet for her dedicated service, the precursor 
to our “Thank You” award, which now bears 
the names of Claudine, Elbert and Kenneth 
Miller, and in itself, been renamed the Elbert 
M. Miller Service award after his passing in 
November 2009.

Claudine passed away, joining Elbert almost 
three and a half years later, on May 29, 2013, 
at age 91 years, 10 months and 11 days, two 
days short of Elbert’s birthday. She will be 
sadly missed. If any of our readers has recol-
lections or stories, I’d love to hear them, my 
email is on the opening page of the newslet-
ter.
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June	  12,	  2013	  

Mr. Greg Molloy, President                                                                                                                                 
National Railway Historical Society                                                                                                                            
100 North 20th Street                                                                                                                                                    
4th Floor                                                                                                                                                         
Philadelphia, PA, 19103-1443 

Re:	  Open	  letter	  to	  the	  President,	  Board	  and	  Directors	  of	  the	  National	  Railway	  Historical	  Society	  

Dear	  Mr.	  Molloy;	  
	  
I	  write	  to	  you	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  board	  and	  membership	  of	  the	  Roanoke	  Chapter,	  NRHS	  about	  a	  number	  of	  things	  of	  
which	  we	  have	  become	  very	  concerned.	  
	  
The	  recent	  announcement	  of	  the	  dramatic	  increase	  in	  National	  dues	  is	  perhaps	  the	  one	  item	  which	  has	  “broken	  
the	  camel’s	  back”.	  An	  increase	  of	  more	  than	  20%	  at	  one	  time	  is	  difficult	  to	  justify	  to	  our	  membership.	  Our	  
membership	  stands	  at	  182,	  an	  18	  percent	  increase	  over	  2012.	  	  We	  feel	  this	  is	  clearly	  a	  result	  of	  our	  Chapter’s	  
varied	  and	  successful	  local	  activities.	  While	  this	  is	  opposite	  of	  the	  nationwide	  trend,	  we	  fully	  expect	  this	  dues	  
increase	  to	  cause	  a	  loss	  of	  members	  exceeding	  this	  year’s	  gain.	  
	  
A	  large	  increase	  in	  dues	  appears	  to	  be	  an	  attempt	  to	  make	  up	  for	  previous	  poor	  decisions	  by	  management.	  The	  
failure	  of	  the	  Iowa	  convention	  resulted	  in	  a	  very	  substantial	  loss	  to	  National.	  The	  large	  burden	  of	  contracted	  fixed	  
expenses	  with	  no	  apparent	  management	  effort	  to	  reduce	  them	  seems	  to	  indicate	  a	  lack	  of	  serious	  cost	  control.	  	  
	  
We	  are	  also	  concerned	  about	  the	  tremendous	  cost	  involved	  in	  the	  publishing	  and	  printing	  of	  the	  National	  Bulletin.	  
It	  seems	  very	  obvious	  that	  the	  handling	  of	  this	  in	  electronic	  form	  would	  be	  a	  great	  money	  saver	  and	  free	  up	  much	  
needed	  funds	  for	  other	  worthy	  projects.	  The	  (now	  eliminated)	  activities	  annual,	  while	  not	  a	  critical	  read	  for	  
members,	  did	  create	  an	  important	  historical	  documentation	  of	  activities	  of	  the	  various	  Chapters,	  which	  now	  goes	  
unrecorded.	  
	  
National	  seems	  to	  have	  become	  very	  distant	  to	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  local	  Chapters,	  once	  the	  backbone	  of	  the	  
organization.	  There	  is	  also	  a	  lack	  of	  full	  financial	  reporting	  to	  the	  members	  and/or	  the	  Advisory	  Council.	  These	  
problems	  have	  resulted	  in	  a	  loss	  of	  confidence	  in	  National	  management	  among	  our	  Chapter	  membership.	  
	  
We	  think	  it	  is	  prudent,	  and	  necessary,	  that	  we	  begin	  to	  consider	  all	  our	  options	  as	  we	  move	  forward	  with	  our	  
organization’s	  plans	  for	  the	  future.	  We	  know	  that	  a	  number	  of	  Chapters	  have	  recently	  withdrawn	  from	  the	  
National	  organization.	  While	  we	  are	  not	  making	  a	  decision	  to	  do	  that	  presently,	  it	  is	  an	  option	  that	  must	  be	  
seriously	  evaluated.	  
	  
Sincerely	  yours,	  
	  
Jeffry	  L.	  Sanders	  
	  
Cys;	  	   Chairman,	  Advisory	  Committee	  
	   Editor,	  Roanoke	  Chapter	  Turntable	  Times	  
	   RoanokeNRHS.org. 

 

 


